CALENDAR EVENT: September 26, 2024

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“Burn Scars”

KSQD 90.7, 89.5 & 89.7FM “Be Bold America!” Sunday,
October 6, 2024 at 5:00pm (PT)

“Fire is ‘aaw.’ For the Kumeyaay, a greeting starts with ‘haawka,’ from the fire
within. Fire is both spiritual and physical. Fire destroys but also purifies; it kills
but brings rebirth. Kumeyaay, as with most of the peoples from this place now
called California, recognized and utilized fire as one of the most powerful and

effective tools for ecosystem management.” — Michael Connolly Miskwish

There have been efforts to suppress fire in California since the 18™
century Spanish invasion continuing through the US Forest Service’s
relentless nationwide campaign in the 20" century. The Forest Service
argues that suppression is critical for good forest management
especially, but not exclusively, in the American West. Yet, in recent
years, suppression has come under increasing scrutiny as a

contributing factor to our current era of megafires.

Also, how do historic documents show that fire suppression was driven

by explicit racist and colonial beliefs?



Interview Guest:

Dr. Char Miller is an award-winning teacher and writer. Dr. Miller is the W.

M. Keck Professor of Environmental Analysis and History at Pomona College. His
new book is “Burn Scars: A Documentary History of Fire Suppression, from
Colonial Origins to the Resurgence of Cultural Burning.” Dr. Miller’s previous

book was Natural Consequences: Intimate Essavs for a Planet and Peril, and he

also authored: West Side Rising: How San Antonio’s 1921 Flood Devastated a City
and Sparked a Latino Environmental Justice Movement, and Theodore Roosevelt:
Naturalist in the Arena. Dr. Miller is a senior fellow at the Pinchot Institute for
Conservation, Corresponding Member of the Society of American Foresters and a

Fellow of the Forest History Society.

Guest CoHost:
Dr. Peter M. J. Hess earned his M.A. in Oxford and his Ph.D. in History in

Berkeley, and writes and lectures on the relationship between religion, culture and
sciences. A former Director of Outreach of the National Center for Science
Education, Peter is the author of Catholicism and Science and of numerous articles
and book chapters on religious and ethical aspects of climate disruption. Dr. Hess
is qualified as a Firefighter Type Two (FFT2) and is co-founder of the Lake
County Prescribed Burn Association, a consortium of trained fire practitioners.
Dr. Hess is currently writing a paper for the Sierra Club on the similarities and
differences between ancient cultural burning practiced by indigenous tribes in
California, and the prescribed burning increasingly practiced by forest
agencies, municipalities, and private groups. Dr. Hess is also a contributing

chapter author in “Climate Abandoned: We 're on the Endangered Species List.”


https://www.pomona.edu/directory/people/char-miller
https://ksqd.org/natural-consequences-intimate-essays-for-a-planet-in-peril/

(Live streams, worldwide, on any electronic device. Visit the ksgd.org website)

Podcast now available on: Apple, Spotify, Podcast Addict, Downcasts, Overcast, YouTube,
jillcodyauthor.com and KSQD.org!

CONTACT:

Jill Cody, “Be Bold America!” Producer and Host
#1 Amazon Bestselling author of Climate Abandoned and the award-winning, America

Abandoned
bebold@ksqd.org
www.jillcodyauthor.com
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